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A $1.1 trillion spending bill that Congress is sending to the White House contains $200 million to
continue work on building a second set of rail tunnels under the Hudson River.

  

That's the biggest special funding request, or "earmark," for New Jersey in the bill, which
President Barack Obama is expected to sign into law.

  

The $200 million is supposed to advance the potentially congestion-reducing rail tunnel project,
which is scheduled for completion in 2017 at an estimated cost of $9 billion.

  

The White House teamed up with seven New Jersey Democrats to request that earmark: Sens.
Frank Lautenberg and Robert Menendez, and Reps. Rush Holt of Hopewell Township, Donald
Payne of Newark, Bill Pascrell of Paterson, Steve Rothman of Fair Lawn and Albio Sires of
West New York.

  

"With an additional $200 million in funding for the mass transit tunnel, this funding package
affirms the federal government's commitment to providing commuters in our region with a new,
convenient way to travel," Lautenberg said in a statement. "The new tunnel will put thousands of
people to work on a project that promises to ease traffic for New Jersey commuters, strengthen
our regional economy and enhance security."

  

Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood told Gannett in May that adding two new tunnels under
the Hudson would greatly increase travel options in the Northeast. The Federal Transit
Administration supported the $200 million request and pledged to seek additional funding down
the line.

  

Critics argue the project has a critical design flaw. The National Association of Railroad
Passengers said the plans wrongly call for a new station to be built near New York's Penn
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Station instead of simply allowing more NJ Transit and Amtrak trains into that busy station.

  

Other special project funding in the bill for New Jersey would benefit universities, hospitals,
social service agencies, municipalities, and roads.

  

The omnibus spending bill funds many federal departments through September 2010, including
Education, Transportation, Health and Human Services, Veterans Affairs and Justice.

  

Funding for the Interior, Homeland Security and Agriculture departments and the Environmental
Protection Agency passed earlier this year. The defense bill is still being debated.

  

The Senate passed the spending bill 57-35 on Sunday and the House passed it 221-202 on
Dec. 10.

  

Nine of 10 Democrats who represent New Jersey in the House and the Senate voted yes. The
exception was Rep. John Adler, D-Cherry Hill, who said the country "cannot continue to spend
money it does not have." All five Republicans voted no.

  

Adler and the Republicans who voted against the bill all had special project funding requests
included in the bill.

  

The bill increased the budget of some federal agencies by about 10 percent and raised pay for
federal workers by 2 percent. It included about 5,000 earmarks nationwide, according to
Taxpayers for Common Sense, a watchdog group. All the earmarks totaled $3.9 billion, a small
fraction of the overall spending.

  

A large part of the bill, $650 billion, went for programs the government must pay for, including
Medicare health care for the elderly and Medicaid health care for the poor.
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Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., said on the Senate floor before the vote Sunday that lawmakers
who support the bill should be ashamed to claim they seek fiscal responsibility.

  

"If you really want to reduce spending and eliminate unnecessary, wasteful spending, vote
against this bill," McCain said, adding that earmarks are a "gateway to corruption."

  

Reach Raju Chebium at rchebium@gannett.com

  

Additional Facts

  

PROJECTS

  

The state's congressional lawmakers added some $271 million worth of special project funding
to the $1.1 trillion spending bill for fiscal 2010. Among the projects:

 $200 million for the Hudson rail tunnel project.

 $1.2 million for the Route 22 Sustainable Corridor Plan in Bridgewater Township and
Somerville Borough, to redesign the road.

 $974,000 for continued development of the Route 27 Renaissance 2000 Project in New
Brunswick.

 $750,000 to upgrade and improve the short line rail in Salem County.

 $550,000 for Caldwell College in Caldwell for its autism clinic.

 $500,000 to Shore Memorial Hospital for facility improvements and equipment for the hospital's
Surgical Pavilion.

 $500,000 to Woodbridge for a digital radio system.

 $300,000 for exhibits and educational programs at Morris Museum in Morristown.

 $250,000 for renovation and pollution cleanup at Bordentown Township Light Rail Transit
Center.
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 $200,000 to 180 Turning Lives Around to build and equip a domestic violence shelter in
Monmouth County.

 $200,000 to expand the emergency department at Cooper University Hospital.
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